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EDITORIAL 

Re-Elect O'Donnell Mayor Of Peabody 


Two years ago, as life-long observers of Pea- 
body’s political scene, we noted on this page that 
the City of Peabody and the citizens of the City of 
Peabody were making steady progress towards 
civic and political maturity under the leadership 
of Mayor Philip C. O'Donnell. 

In our mind’s eye we were able to see clearly 
the administrations which preceded that of 
Mayor O’Donnell. We saw the penny-pinching 
policies, which reduced Peabody’s municipal plant 
to a shell, and we saw the profligate policies which 
wasted Peabody’s revenue and tax moneys. 

Then, in reviewing the years of Mayor O’Don- 
nell’s administration, we rejoiced with the citizens 
of Peabody in the fact that the people had found a 
man who pursued a moderate policy between the 
two extremes of the past administrations. 

We advocated a third term in office for Mayor 
Philip C. O’Donnell, and we said on October 9, 
1955: 

“Mayor O’Donnell has compiled a remark- 
able record in the face of the ever increasing 
costs of all municipal governments. The city’s 
tax rate has been kept within reasonable 
limits compared to the costs borne by sur- 
rounding municipalities. And withal, the 
Mayor has added to the city’s wealth. He 
has improved the city’s school system ; he has 
stopped the trend of industry away from the 
community; he has taken the first concrete 
steps to attract new business and industry; 
and he has treated all, homeowner, business- 
man, rentpayer, and city employee fairly and 
squarely.” 

At the same time some Peabody citizens were 
raising the cry, “It’s time for a change.” We knew, 
and the people of Peabody were beginning to 
recognize, the kind of a change they wanted. 

We were confident that the voters of Peabody 
were approaching a civic and political maturity 
which warned them of slogans and catch-phrases. 

were able to discern an awakening to fact and 
accomplishment, and a recognition of befogging 


phrases. On the morning after the election we saw 
that our confidence in the citizens was justified. 
The people refused to exchange Mayor O’Donnell 
for a hatful of promises. We congratulated Mayor 
O’Donnell, but we know that the victory was that 
of the people. 

Now, two years later, the slogans and catch- 
phrases and snares for the unwary voters appear 
again. 

We suggest that it has been Mayor O’Donnell 
and Peabody’s dedicated citizens who have been 
contributing to Peabody’s progress for the past 
six years, and have, in consequence, assured a 
better tomorrow for Peabody and its people. 

Not content with slogans, they have raised the 
cry ola "fourthterm.” This bugaboo is the last 
refuge of those who cannot impugn Mayor 
O'Donnell’s record. 

Who can fail to recall the 5 terms of the late 
Fred Manning as Lynn’s Mayor? Who can fail to 
recall the 6 terms of “Chick” McLean as Beverly’s 
Mayor? Or the 7 productive terms of the late 
George Bates as Salem’s Mayor? In gratitude, the 
voters elected the first as a County Commissioner; 
the second became one of the East’s foremost city 
managers; and the third was elected to Congress. 

When the alert voter examines the record and 
finds it progressive, productive, and beneficial to 
all the people of the community, we are confident 
that he will ignore the “fourth term” bugaboo. In 
Mayor O’Donnell’s case, we feel that three pro- 
ductive terms deserve a fourth. 

We have confidence that Peabody’s citizens 
will not be fooled into exchanging Mayor O’Don- 
nell for a few meaningless slogans and catch- 
phrases. Peabody is growing among the cities of 
the Commonwealth, and Peabody’s citizens have 
attained a civic and political maturity of which 
they have a right to be proud. 

For the fourth time we wish Peabody well ! 

For the fourth time we wish Mayor O’Donnell 
well! 



THE COMMITTEE FOR CONTINUED PROGRESS IN PEABODY, 

FRANK L WIGGIN, Chairman 


